Publ5.c  Koalth  Department, 
West  Hill.  House, 

West  Ki3-1, 

EPSCM, 

Sucrey. 

Jime,  195  S* 


To  the  M?.yor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Eoro-agh  of  Epson  and  Ewell 

Mt'o  l%yor,  Ladd.es  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  an  annual  report  for  the  year,  I1.957* 
The  req.uo3t  for  thJ.3  report  is  made  in  hUnistry  o.f  Health  Circul.ai*  l/5S 
in  which  there  is  reference  to  Articles  6 (3)  an.d  17  (5)  of  the  Sani'bary 
Officers  (Outside  London)  Regulations  1935  and  1951  and  Article  14  (3)  of 
the  Sanitary  Officers  Order  192-6«  The  report  is  in  a form  which  meets  the 
requirements  of  the  iJiLaistry  as  summarised  in  the  letter e 


As  a generalisation,  it  may  be  claimed  tliat  health  conditions  in 
the  Borough  continue  to  bo  satisfactory,  as  measured  by  such  indicators  as 
vital  statistics,  health  of  children  and  absence  of  outbrealis  of  serious 
illnoss,  other  than  the  outbreak  of  poliomyelitis  referred  to  belcw® 

With  regard  to  environmental  conditions,  the  most  noteworthy  event 
of  the  year,  and  indeed  of  many  years,  has  been  the  bringing  into  active 
operation  of  the  Hogsmdll  VaU.ey  Joint  Sewerage  Scheme*  As  a result  the  t;7o 
treatment  worts  d.n  the  Borough  no  longer  operate  as  such,  and  there  is  no 
longer  a continual  dd.3  charge  of  large  volumes  of  effluent  into  the  Hogs  mill 
stream  as  it  fla-/3  thrfough  the  district*  In^rovements  in  the  state  of  the 
stream  an.d  of  the  atmosphere  in  the  vicinity  of  the  disused  works  is  already 
notice  able. 


The  increasing  number  of  people  who  frequent  Epsom  Downs  at  all 
times  of  the  j^ear,  i.s  creating  fresh  problems*  The  need  for  a public 
convenience  and  a drinldng  water  supply  is  obvious.  So  also  is  the  problem 
o.’eat-ed  by  the  litter  and  filth  left  after  race  meetings,  which  calls  for  a 
speeding  up  in  thn  cleansing  process,  so  that  the- public  can  use  the  Downs 
with  safety  and  enjoyment  in  a period  of  days  rather  than  of  weeks  after  the 
completion  of  racing* 

In  considering  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease,  it  is  regret- 
table to  report  that  a small  -but  virulent  outbreak  of  poliomyelitis  affected 
pupils  attending  an  Epsom  school  and  spread  into  the  homes  of  several  of 
the  children.  This  occurrence  emphasises  the  desirability  of  carrying  out 
the  scheme  of  vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  with  all  possible  speed* 
Hitherto  production  of  the  vaccine  has  been  a limiting  factor  but  this 
difficulty  is  likely  to  be  overcome  soon.  It  is  advisable,  therefore,  that 
parents  of  children  whose  names  have  not  yet  been  registered  for  treatment 
with  the  local  health  authority  should  arrange  for  that  to  be  done  without 
delay.  This  is  still  a necessary  preliminary  to  obtaining  the  treatment, 
whether  it  is  to  be  given  by  the  family  doctor  or  by  the  medical  officer  at 
the  clinic* 


In  other  respects  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease  was  within 
normal  limits.  The  number  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  remained 
at  the  level  which  it  has  new  assumed  for  several  years.  This  may  seem 
die appointing  at  first  sight,  but  it  probably  reflects  the  increased  efficiency 
of  diagnosis  by  use  of  radiography  and  the  greater  number  of  people  who  are 
cvarilned  by  such  means*  The  number  of  deaths  from  tuberculosis  continued  the 
fall  which  has  been  apparent  since  1955, 


(D 


1 taka  this  opportunity  to  bring  to  your  notics  tb?  r:.lenticus 
work  of  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department^  whether  en>?ag^d  on 
inspectorial  and  outside  duties,  or  on  office  duties  In  either  the  section 
so  efficiently  administered  by  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  or  those 
under  my  immediate  control.  Ify  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  Cff leers  of 
other  departments  of  the  Council  for  assistance  and  adrioe  rendered  on  many 
occasions  during  the  year. 

It  is  a pD.easure  to  record  once  more  my  appreciation  of  the  suppor 
which  has  been  given  by  the  Council,  and  particularly  by  the  Chairman  a::.d 
Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  in  our  efforts  to  promote  the  right 
conditions  for  good  health  in  the  Borough. 


I am^,  Mj’o  l>1ayor.  Aldermen  and  Co'.inei'ilors, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

CYRIJS 


I'fediaal  Officer  of  HeaH-tho 


BOEOUGH  OF  EPSOM  ilND  E^JE.LL 
FUBTJO  EEiJ.TH  GQMMXTTSE^ 


Chairman  Alderman  J*  A,  Larby,  J.P, 

Vice-Chairman  ” Mrs,  A,  Winter 
Councillor  H.  Cockburn 

” W,  J,  D.  Godsell 

**  F*  A*  L*  Hodges^  A«M»I»I*A, 

” T.  G.  Holland 

” J.  Raine 

*’  S,  L,  Skilton 

” L.  A,  Smith 

” Mrs,  L,  M*  Woodcock 

” G.  K.  Young 


The  Mayor  Councillor  A,  W.  Gardner 

Deputy  ^feyor  W,  J,  Clark,  F.I.A.S,,  F,R.S.A,,  MeR.S.H, 

HOUSING  (SELECTION  OF  TENANTS)  SUB-COMMITTEE 

Representatives  on  the  Sub-Committee  set  up  by  the 
Housir.g  Committee:-  The  Chairman  (or  in  his  absence 
Councillor  Cockburn  and  Councillor  T,  G,  Holland J 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES  SUB-GOMMITTllE 
Councillors  H.  Cockburn,  Mrs,  L*  M«  Woodcock  and  G.  K.  Young 
ABOLITION  OF  OESSPOOIS  SUB^-COMITTEE 

The  Chairman  and  Vice-Chairman  and  Councillor 
P,  A.  L.  Hodges,  A.M.I.I.A,,  and  three  representatives 
each  of  the  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal,  Water  and 
Finance  Committees, 

Representatives  of  the  Council  on 

(1)  CENTRAL  DIVISIONAL  (HEALTH)  SUB-COMITTEE 

Aldermen  Mrs,  A,  Winter,  0.  H.  N.  Langston, 

J.  A,  Larby  and  F*  Tomlin, 

(2)  EPSOM  AND  LEATHERHEAD  TUBERCULOSIS  CARE  COMMETTSE 

The  Chairman  and  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee, 


BOROUGH  OF  EPSOM  AND  EIaJELL 
STAFF  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPMTMSNT 


o Cyrns  Ive^  MeB,,(Lond*);M.R.C.S,,(Eng,),L*R(,G,P,^(Lond,),  D,P*H, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector? 


/ Wm,  H.  C,  Hagger  M.R.S.H,,  F.A.PiH.I, 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 
x/  L.  H*  Grace  A*R»S.H, ^ M.A.P.PI.I, 


PubJ-ic  Health  Inspecteres 


/ VJ « C e Alder 

/ K.  H.  Plalstoad 


M.R,S.H„,  M.A.PJ-LI, 

A.R.S.H,,  M.AoP.H.I, 


L'rained  iNurse  engagec 
I'frs*  Olive  Roberts,  S,R,N, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health* s Clerical  Staff: 


Senior  Clerk: 
ClerVSecretarys 
C i,eri7  Telephonis  t : 
Junior  Clerk: 


Position  vacant 

Miss  E.  E,  Nolan 

Mos,  M.  E,  Joseph 

Miss  M,  Richardson  (resigned 

15.6,57) 

Miss  G.  F.  Skidmore  (appointed 

17^6.57) 


Cliief  Public  Health  Inspector’s  Clerical  Staff 

Staff: 


Chief  aierk: 

Senior  Shorthand~ typist  & Clerk: 
Shorthand- typist  and  Clerk: 


H.  J,  T.  Woolf ord,  A.R.S.H, 
Miss  D.  D*  Wood 
Mrs,  J.  Bulezuik 


General  Assistants  and 
Mortuary  Attendants: 


W»  Goodenough 
J.  I.  Stephens 


Rodent  Operatives: 


A.  Bawden 


E .-  Msrrett' 


Re  si 
Re-e; 


57 


o The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  his  clerical  staff  act  in 

a similar  capacity  for  the  Dorking  and  Leatherhead  Urban  Districts 
and  for  the  Dorking  and  Horley  Rural  District, 

/ Holds  the  Royal  Society  of  Health  Certificate  as  Inspector 

of  Meat  and  Other  Foods, 


X Holds  Sanitary  Science  Certificate  of  the  Roshal  Society  of 

Health, 


— ooOoo— 


ANl'IU^L  REPORT  OF  TtE  MEDICMi  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


FOR 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

Aui?© Q,  (a cx*g 3}  •••  •••  (tt  ••• 

Population  (Census  1951)  •..  ...  ... 

Population  (Estimated  mid-year  1957)  ... 

Density  (Persons  per  acre)  ...  ... 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  31st  December^  1957 
Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1957  ... 

Product  of  penny  rate  ,,, 

EXTRACT  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  TITS  YEAR 


8,427 

68,055 

67,340 

8,0 

18,9S4 

£1,246,916 

£5;,036 


Live  Births 


Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Still  Births 


Total 

Legitimate 

IllGgrbimate 


■the 


Total 

Private  residents 
Patients  in  Mental  Hospitals 


Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Total  ^fele  Female 

639  312  327 

621  303  318 

18  9 9 


19 

18 

1 


1,133 

654 

479 


18 

17 

1 


11 

10 

1 


14 

13 

1 


8 

8 


531  602 


4 

4 


Birth  rate  per 
1,000  population  9.5 


Standardised 
Birth  Rate 


Rate  per  1,000 
births 

Rate  per  1,000 
population 


Crude  Death 
Rate 

Standardised 
Death  Rate 


llc5 

28,9 

0.28 

16.8 

9.1 


Infant  Mortality 
Rate  per  1,000 
live  births  28,2 


Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Mp^ternal  Mortality 


15  11  4 Neonatal  mortality 

14  10  4 rate  per  1,000 

1 1 - live  births  23.5 


Maternal  causes  (excluding  abortion) 
Due  to  abortion 


Maternal 

mortality  rate  1,5 
per  1,000  births 


^ Table  I shows  birth  and  death  rates,  and  case  rates  for 

infectious  diseases  with  a comparison  with  the  figures  for  1956, 

Table  II  gives  a comparison  of  birth,  death  and  infant  mortality 
rates  for  the  district  since  1931,  wi  th  the  figm-ea  foa-  England  and  Wales 
for  bhe  same  period. 


BIRTHS 


Live  births  numbered  639?  representing  a birthr-rate  of  9*5  per 
1,000  of  the  population*  A comparability  factor  (l*2l)  has  been  supplied 
by  the  Registrar  General?  the  use  of  which  allows  the  variation  in  age  and 
sex  distribution  of  the  population  in  different  areas,  and  permits 
comparison  of  the  local  rate  with  those  of  other  districts#  After 
application  of  the  factor  a standardised  birth-rate  of  11*5  is  obtained* 

One  reason  for  the  low  crude  birth-rate  is  the  fact  that  nearly 
one-eighth  of  the  Borough*s  population  consists  of  patients  in  hospitals  who 
take  no  part  in  the  reproductive  life  of  the  community*  Account  has  also 
been  taken  of  this  fact  by  the  Registrar  General  in  calculating  the 
con^rability  factor  mentioned  above# 

The  annual  birthr-rate  for  England  end  Wales  in  1956  was  16#  1* 

Of  the  639  births  18  wore  Illegitimate#  The  percentage  of 
illegitimate  to  legitimate  births  was  2*8,  the  corresponding  figure  for 
the  County  of  Surrey  being  4«lt 


DEATHS 


Deaths  assigned  to  the  area  numbered  1,133?  representing  a crude 
death-rate  of  l6,8  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population#  The 
total  was  made  up  of  531  males  and  602  females,  and  included  479  deaths  in 
the  group  of  mental  hospitals,  which  had  a mid-year  patient  population  of 
7,630. 


A comparability  factor  has  been  provided  by  the  Registrar  General 
which  may  be  applied  to  the  crude  death-rate  for  use  in  comparing  the  local 
death-rate  with  the  standardised  rates  of  other  areas  or  with  the  crude 
death-rate  for  England  and  Wales*  Comparability  factors  are  designed  to 
allow  for  any  local  differences  in  the  population  structure  in  relation  to 
age  and  sex  from  that  of  England  and  Wales  as  a whole#  In  previous  years 
the  factor  considered  appropriate  for  this  district  has  been  slightly  under 
unity,  consistent  with  a population  which  is  known  to  exceed  the  average  in 
its  higher  age  groups#  Since  1953  the  deatl:^  occurring  among  patients  in 
the  group  of  mental  hospitals  have  been  added  to  the  deaths  of  private 
residents,  having  previously  been  transferred  to  the  metropolitan  boroughs 
in  which  their  former  homes  were  situated#  The  application  of  the 
con^jarability  factor  to  these  swollen  totals  in  the  period  1953-1955  reduced 
the  death-rate  slightly,  but  still  left  it  considerably  higher  than  the  death- 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  and  also  of  the  great  majority  of  local  authority 
areas  in  the  country.  This  misleading  situation  has  now  been  recognised, 
and  a factor  has  been  produced  which  makes  allowance  not  only  for  the  age  and 
sox  structure,  but  also  for  the  inevitable  high  mortality  which  occurs  among 
the  mental  hospital  patients,  many  of  whom  are  in  poor  health  on  admission. 

The  comparability  factor  for  1957  is  0,54  and  when  this  has  been 
applied  to  the  crude  death-rate  of  16*8  a standardised  death-rate  of  9#1 
results,  which  is  within  the  range  of  the  figures  recorded  prior  to  1953# 

Causes  of  Death 

The  causes  of  deaths  assigned  to  the  Borough  are  classified  in 
Table  III#  Diseases  of  the  heart  and  vascular  system  caused  588  deaths 
(8*73  per  1,000),  and  of  the  respiratory  system  IO4  deaths  (l#58  per  1,000), 
Malignant  disease  was  responsible  for  182  deaths  (2,70  per  1,000)  of  which 
in  30  mles  and  3 females  the  primary  site  of  the  growth  was  in  the  lungs 
or  bronchus#  Compared  with  1956  there  were  falls  in  the  number  of  deaths 
from  cardiovascular  and  respiratory  diseases,  which  resulted?  in  part,  from 
the  mild  winter  of  1956-^1957*  On  the  other  hand,  there  was  an  increase  in 
-fehe  number  of  deaths  from  malignant  disease# 
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Deaths 


(l) 


Four  residents  wore  killed  in  road  accidents  involving 
motor  vehicles,  three  of  the  accidents  taking  place  on  roads 
within  the  Borough*  The  deceased  persons  were  aged  56,  22, 
19  and  7 years  respectively.  In  1956  there  were  six  deaths 
due  to  this  cause. 


Other  accidents  caused  19  deaths  compared  with  20  in  1956, 
The  majority  of  these  were  due  to  complications  following  falls 
sustained  by  elderly  persons,  most  of  whom  were  patients  in  the 
mental  hospitals.  Of  the  remainder  two  were  caused  by  the 
administration  of  anaesthetics  for  the  purpose  of  operations, 
one  followed  blood  transfusion,  and  one  was  the  result  of 
injuries  caused  by  a falling  chimney  stack.  There  were  no 
deaths  resulting  from  burns  or  scalds. 


Deaths  of  children  under  1 year  of  age  numbered  IB,  giving  an 
5r.fant  mortality  rate  of  2B,2  per  1,000  live  births,  compared  with  23,0 
for  England  and  Wales,  Fifteen  of  the  deaths  occurred  within  2B  days  of 
birth,  the  neonatal  death-rate  being  23,5  per  1,000  live  births  compared 
with  16,9  for  England  and  Wales, 


Two  of  the  3 deaths  in  children  over  1 month  of  ago  were  the 
result  of  congenital  abnormalities  inconsistent  with  prolonged  life.  The 
third  death  was  caused  by  acute  influenzal  pneumonia. 


Of  the  15  deaths  in  children  under  1 month,  6 resulted  from 
congenital  abnormalities,  7 from  prematurity  and  2 from  birth  injury. 

There  was  one  death  of  an  illegitimate  child.  The  infant 
mortality  rate  for  illegitimate  children  was  55,5  per  1,000  live  births. 
In  1956  the  rate  was  nil, 

Ma.ternal  Mortality 


There  was  one  death  attributable  to  maternal  causes,  resulting 
from  toxaemia  of  pregnancy.  The  maternal  mortality  rate  was  1,5  per 
1^000  births  (live  and  still)  compared  with  0,56  for  England  and  Wales, 
The  last  maternal  death  to  be  registered  was  in  1953,  In  the  years 
1956'-56,  in  which  there  were  no  maternal  deaths,  there  were  approximately 
2,000  births,  and  this  fact  should  be  borne  in  mind  when  considering  the 
high  rate  which  has  occurred  this  year. 


(6) 


FOPUT.ATIQ.N 

Tho  Registrar  General*s  estimate  of  population  was  67^340 
representing  a fall  of  240  compared  with  last  year.  On  this  estimate 
there  ha.s  been  a decrease  of  715  since  1951  when  the  Census  figure  was 
available  and  the  population  was  68;055, 

The  number  of  patients  in  the  mental  hospitals  was  7^630, 
this  being  135  less  than  in  the  prevD.ous  year,  and  these  figures  partly 
account  for  the  reduction  in  the  total  estimated  population 


(7) 
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GEI^IER^L  PROVISION.'  OF  HEAJ.1TH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AEEA 


LABOR/lTORY  FACILITIES 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  service  is  mainlined  by  the 
^^edical  Research  Council  on  behalf*  of  the  Ministry  of  Healthf  A local 
laboratory  of  the  service  is  situated  at  West  Hill  House,  West  Hill,  Epsom, 

The  staff  of  the  laboratory  examine  and  report  on  material 
submitted  by  medical  practitioners  and  on  bacteriological  conditions  of 
samples  of  milk,  food  and  water  taken  by  local  authorities • Public  Health 
Departments,  The  results  of  the  examination  of  water  and  milk  supplies 
are  summari.sed  in  later  sections  of  this  report,  and  those  relating  to 
ice-cream  are  dealt  with  in  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector’s  report. 


AMBULAHCE  FACILITIES 

The  public  ambulance  service  is  under  the  control  of  the  Surrey 
County  Council,  who  have  given  the  following  information  regarding  the  use 
of  the  service  in  this  areas - 

The  Borough  is  in  the  Kingston  area  of  crjntrol,  the  main  ambulance 
station  being  situated  in,  Malden  (Telephone  Wo,  Malden  1173).  There  is  a 
sub-station  in  Langton  Avenue,  Ewell, 

In  accidents  in  the  home  or  elsewhere  or  in  sudden  illness  in 
streets  or  public  places,  any  responsible  person  may  call  the  ambulance 
to  rom.ove  the  patient  (if  by  telephone  dial  999)*  Wormal  maternity  cases 
will  be  removed  if  the  applicant  can  give  evidence  that  a maternity  bed 
lies  been  booked.  Maternity  cases  with  serious  complications,  or  where 
birth  is  imminent,  will  not  normally  be  moved  without  the  authority  of  a 
dcjctor  or  certified  midwife  who  should  travel  v/ith  the  patient  in  the 
ambulance.  The  removal  of  other  cases  of  illness  or  accident  will  be 
arranged  by  the  hospital  concerned,  or  by  the  medical  practitioner  in 
charge  of  the  patient.  For  private  removals  a written  request,  accompanied 
by  a Doctor’s  certificate,  should  be  made  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for 
his  consideration.  Providing  that  these  requirements  are  fulfilled  no 
charge  will  be  made  to  users. 


In  these  Acts  powers  are  given  to  local  authorities  to  seek  Court 
Orders  for  the  compulsory  temporary  removal  to  hospital  or  institution  of 
persons  in  ill  health  or  in  a senile  state  who  are  in  a state  of  neglect. 

No  action  was  required  during  the  year. 


Since  the  Acts  came  into  operation,  three  Orders  for  a compulsory 
removal  have  been  asked  for,  the  application  having  been  successful  in  each 
case. 


DOMICILIARY  NURSING  AND  DOMESTIC  HELP 

Domiciliary  nursing  is  carried  out  by  the  district  nursing  staff 
of  the  County  Council  whose  address  is  the  Nurses  Home,  19  Alexandra  Road, 
Epsom,  (Telephone  No,  Epsom  1153). 
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The  Brlt5.sh  Red  Crone  Society  (Epson,  Evell  and  Stoneleigh 
Division)  maintain  a ^fedical  Itoan  Depot  at  Red  Cross  House,  117  East  Street, 
Epson,  (Telephone  No.  Epson  3250).  The  ho'ors  of  opening  areJ- 

Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Fridays  10  a.n.  - 12  noon. 

The  depot  has  a wide  range  of  equipment  necessary  for  nursing 
in  the  hone. 


hom:  help  service 

This  service  is  administered  locally  by  the  Divisional  Medical 
Officer  of  the  Surrey  County  Council,  Details  of  the  service  can  be 
obtained  from  the  supervisor  at  Ashley  House,  Ashley  Road,  Epson, 
(Telephone  No.  Epson  9512), 


PARE  OF  TliE  EI,DERLY 

Institutional  accommodation  for  old  people  not  requiring  hospital 
treatment  is  provided  by  the  County  Council,  Hospital  accommodation  is 
provided  by  the  Epson  Group  Hospital  Management  Committee, 

Domiciliary  help  la  several  forms  is  available  to  old  persons. 

The  activities  of  the  Epson  and  Ewell  Old  Peoples  Welfare  Connit-i'/se  include 
the  provision  of  chiropody  services,  the  organisation  of  social  clubs, 
visits  of  a ’*neals -on-wheels service,  ’’night/day  attendance”  service,  a 
personal  laundry  service  and  help  with  holidays. 

The  Women* s Voluntary  Services  and  the  British  Red  Cross  Society 
are  able  to  help  with  clothing,  social  visits  and  the  provision  of  escorts. 
The  British  Red  Cross  Society  can  supply  nursing  equipment  and  invalid  foods. 

Hone  nursing  and  supervision  of  old  peoples  welfare  is  the 
responsibility  of  the  County  Council  acting  through  its  Divisional  Judical 
and  Welfare  Officers, 


CARE  0?  MOTHERS.  YOUNG  CHILDREN.  ETC. 

The  provision  of  services  relating  to  the  care  of  mothers  and  young 
children,  midwifery,  health  visiting,  home  nursing,  immunisation  and 
vaccination,  and  domestic  help  are  the  responsibility  of  the  Surrey  County 
Council  as  local  health  authority.  Day-to-day  administration  is  carried 
on  by  the  Central  Divisional  Health  Sub-Committee  with  offices  at  Ashley 
House,  AshJLey  Road,  Epsom,  The  Health  Centres  are  situated  at  44  Waterloo 
Road,  Epsom  and  at  Ewell  Court  House, 

Some  of  the  outlying  parts  of  the  Borough  are  served  by  centres 
situated  in  adjacent  districts,  and  for  the  isolated  areas  of  Langley  Vale 
and  the  Wells  Estate  clinics  are  held  twice  a month  at  conveniently  situated 
premises. 
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VTICCPTATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 


Imnnmisation  against  diphtheria^  whooping  cough  and  tetanus  and 
vaccination  against  smallpox  can  be  obtained  from  general  practitioners 
under  the  terms  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  or  from  County  Council 
Clinics*  Vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  is  proceeding  but,  because  of 
the  shortage  of  material,  is  restricted  to  children  born  in  the  period 
1947~57  whose  names  have  already  been  registered  with  the  Divisional  l^dical 
Officer  for  acceptance  of  treatment.  Details  of  the  numbers  immunised  are 
included  in  Section  6 of  this  report. 


PAMILI  PLilNNING  ilSSOCIATIONtS  CLINIC 

A branch  of  the  Family  Planning  Association  functions  in  the 
Borough,  It  provides  a weekly  clinic  at  the  Epsom  District  Hospital  with 
the  consent  of  the  Hospital  Management  Committee  and  the  Medical  Superinten- 
dent, The  medical  staff  is  appointed  by  the  Association  and  is  assisted 
by  voluntary  workers.  The  work  of  the  Association  is  concerned  with  the 
teaching  of  contraception  to  married  persons,  and  also  with  the  investigation 
of  sub-fertility  and  other  sex  problems. 

Information  has  been  received  from  the  Hon  Secretary  (Mrs,  E.  M. 
Hawley,  44  Copse  Edge  Avenue,  Epsom,  telephone  No,  Epsom  2769)  of  the  local 
branch  of  the  Association  that  2,129  visits  were  made  to  the  clinic  in  the 
past  year,  including  531  first  visits,  and  that  postal  enquiries  totalled 
1,563. 


TBEATMENT  OF  SCABIES.  DELOUSING 

The  clinic  for  the  treatment  of  people  suffering  from  scabies  has 
continued  its  work  in  the  premises  at  the  rear  of  "The  Cedars",  Church  Street, 
Epson,  The  work  is  carried  out  by  a general  trained  State  Registered  Nurse, 
employed  part-time,  and  has  undoubtedly  been  effective  in  its  results.  The 
function  of  the  clinic  is  essentially  treatment,  and  patients  are  not 
accepted  unless  referred  by  a medical  practitioner.  Emphasis  is  laid  on 
the  importance  of  prophylactic  treatment  for  close  contacts. 

Facilities  of  the  clinic  are  available  to  the  residents  of 
Leatherhead  Urban  District,  whose  Council  undertakes  a proportionate  share 
in  the  cost  of  the  establishment.  During  the  year  21  persons  attended  for 
treatment,  all  being  residents  of  the  Borough, 

The  clinic  is  also  used  in  assisting  persons  to  rid  themselves  of 
infestation  by  head  and  body  lice.  Two  cases  of  head  lice  were  treated 

during  the  year. 


VENEREAL  DISEASES 

The  Regional  Hospital  Board  is  the  authority  responsible  for  the 
administration  of  matters  dealing  v;ith  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of 
Venereal  Diseases,  Details  of  local  clinics  are  set  out  on  page  11, 


LOCATION  AND  TIME-TABLE  OF  CLINICS 

On  the  following  page  the  location  and  time-table  of  clinics  is 
set  out  in  convenient  form  for  reference. 
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LOCATION  AKD  TIME-TABLE  OF  CLINICS 


Ante-natal  Clinics 


Cliild  Welfare  Clinics 


Epsom  District  Hospital. 

Ewell  Court  House. 

Priory  Crescent, 

North  Cheam. 

44  Waterloo  Road,  Epsom, 
Ewell  Court  House. 


Jubilee  Inst,  Malden  Rd,, 
Worcester  Park, 

Priory  Crescent, 

North  Cheam, 

Parochial  Rooms, 

I%lden  Rd,,  Cheam, 

St,  Stephens  Church  Hall, 
Rosebery  Rd,  Epsom  Downs, 

Wells  Estate 


General  School  ^fedlcal  44  Waterloo  Road,  Epsom, 
f^or  Ailinents  Clinic 


Mons,  St  Thurs,  2 p,m, 
Fris,  1,30  - 4 p.m, 

Pbns,  St  Fris, 

9.30  a,m,  - 12  noon 

Mons,  Sc  Weds,  2-4  p#m, 

Mons,  Weds,  St  Thurs, 

1.30  — 4 p.m, 

Mrms,  St  Thurs, 

1,30  — 4 p,^* 

Mons,  &.  Thurs, 

1,30  - 4 p.n. 

Weds,  2-4  p,m. 


1st,  3rd  St  5th  Weds, 
in  month  at  2 p.m, 

1st,  3rd  & 5th  Tues 
in  month  at  2 p.m. 

Weds,  9,30  a*m,  - 12  noon 


Family  Planning 
Association  Clinic 


Epsom  District  Hospital.  Fris,  7 p,m. 


Scabies  Treatment 
Clinic 

Chest  Clinic 


Venereal  Diseases 


Immunisation  and 
Vaccina  tiion 


’’The  Cedars”,  Church  St,,  By  Appointment 


Epsom  District  Hospital,  Tues,  & Thurs,  2 p.m. 

Every  3rd  Thurs  in  month 
at  5,30  p.m. 


St,  Helier  Hospital,  lybless  Mens,  4 ~ 6,30  p,m. 

Females:  Weds,  5-7  p,m, 

(And  at  the  Out-Patient  Dept, 
of  many  London  Hospitals) 


44  Waterloo  Road,  Epsom,  Every  Fri,  11  a,m, 
Ewell  Court  House,  Every  Mon,  11  a,m. 


(11) 


3. 


SANITARY  CIRGUiyBTMCES  OF  THE  AREA 
WATER 

Epsom  is  supplied  by  water  from  the  Council's  undertaking.  The 
water  is  obtained  from  deep  wells ^ boring  and  adits  in  the  chalk  situated 
in  East  Street,  and  yields  a quantity  sufficient  for  all  the  needs  of  the 
community.  It  is  chlorinated  before  distribution.  No  softening  process 
is  carried  out  though  it  is  the  Council's  intention  to  install  a softening 
process  when  it  is  able  to  obtain  the  sanction  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
to  the  financial  expediture.  Frequent  bacteriological  samples  and  chemical 
samples  of  raw  and  treated  water  are  taken  under  the  direction  of  the 
Borough  Water  Engineer,  The  results  show  that  the  water  pumped  to  supply 
has  been  of  good  quality, 

Ewell  and  the  greater  part  of  Cuddington  are  supplied  by  the 
Sutton  District  Water  Company  with  a softened  water  derived  from  wells  in 
chalk  situated  at  Cheam,  Sutton  and  Woodmans terne.  Frequent  samples  have 

been  taken  at  domestic  premises  in  this  area  and  results  found  to  be 
satisfactory.  Copies  of  analytical  results  have  also  been  received  at 
regular  intervals  of  samples  taken  by  the  Company's  Officials, 

The  West  Park  and  Manor  Hospitals  possess  deep  wells  from  which 
considerable  volumes  of  water  are  pumped,  chlorinated  and  distributed 
within  the  institutions.  The  bulk  of  the  water  used  in  both  hospitals  is, 
however,  taken  from  the  Corporation's  mains.  The  bacteriological  quality 
of  the  water  taken  from  the  wells  is  under  the  observation  of  the  Council's 
Public  Health  Department, 

A number  of  houses  in  the  northern  part  of  the  area  are  supplied 
by  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board,  and  two  cottages  on  the  south-west  out- 
skirts of  Epsom  by  the  East  Surrey  Water  Company, 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


The  sewage  treatment  works  administered  by  the  Hogsmill  Valley 
Joint  Sewerage  Board,  situated  in  the  Borough  of  ^hlden  and  Coombe,  began 
to  receive  sewage  from  the  Borough  during  the  year.  The  Ruxley  sewage 
disposal  works  at  Ewell  ceased  to  function  in  July  to  be  followed  by  the 
Epsom  works  some  months  later.  Although  the  engineering  work  required  to 
bring  about  these  changes  has  been  protracted  and  costly,  the  results  should 
be  extremely  beneficial  to  the  district.  The  cessation  of  offensive  smells 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  works  and  of  the  Hogsmill  Stream  will  be  welcomed 
by  a large  number  of  inhabitants:  the  fact  that  the  stream  will  no  longer 

be  the  recipient  of  a large  volume  of  effluent  will  remove  a factor  which 
has  been  a constant  source  of  anxi.ety  to  the  Public  Health  Department  when 
investigating  some  types  of  infectious  disease:  as  a place  of  recreation 

the  value  of  the  Hogsmill  open  space  will  be  greatly  enhanced. 

Cesspools 


There  are  90  cesspools  in  the  Borough  and  at  14  premises  pail  or 
chemical  closets  are  in  use. 


With  a view  to  encouraging  owners  of  premises  with  cesspool 
cirainage  to  connect  to  the  public  sewer,  where  practicable,  the  Council 
has  agreed  to  a recommendation  of  the  Joint  Cesspool  Sub-Committee,  to 
imdertake  the  work  of  re-drainage  and  connection  to  the  sewer,  the  cost 
to  be  met  by  the  owner  by  repayment  over  an  agreed  period  of  years. 

In  cases  requiring  conversion  from  earth  or  pail  closets  and 
connection  to  sewer,  the  Council  has  agreed  to  the  cost  being  borne  equally 
by  the  owner  and  the  Corporation,  as  provided  in  Section  47  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936. 


During  the  year  7 cesspools  were  abolished  and  1 additional 
cesspool  found, 
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EPSOM  DOWNS 


Conditions  on  the  Dovras  resulting  from  the  crc5wds  attending  race 
meetings  continue  to  cause  concern  to  the  Public  Health  Department*  The 
Council's  mobile  conveniences  were  patronised  by  about  the  same  number  of 
racegoers  as  in  previous  years*  The  remainder  of  the  racegoers  on  the  free 
portions  of  the  course  were  obliged  to  use  temporary  conveniences  erected 
by  private  enterprise^  with  ultimate  disposal  of  excreta  into  the  ground* 

The  numeroL^  caravan  dwellers  associated  with  these  meetings  who  settle  on 
the  course  for  periods  of  1 to  2 weeks  use  similar  methods  for  the  disposal 
of  soil  and  waste  water. 


Apart  from  race  meetings,  the  increasing  number  of  visitors  to 
the  Downs,  particularly  in  the  vicinity  of  the  numerous  car  parks,  has 
aggravated  the  position  caused  by  the  absence  of  public  conveniences. 

The  conditions  on  the  Downs  are  also  referred  to  in  the  report 
of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector* 


PUBLIC  CLEMS  ING 

(a)  Collection  of  Refuse  - The  arrangements  for  public  cleansing  are 
carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  the  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor* 

Trade  refuse  is  removed  by  the  Council  under  an  arrangement 
whereby  one  bin  of  trade  refuse  is  removed  for  every  £40*  of  the  rateable 
value  of  the  premises,  a standard  charge  being  made  for  any  additional 
quantity  removed, 

(b)  Disposal  of  Refuse  - Disposal  of  household  and  trade  refuse 
continues  to  be  partly  by  incineration  at  the  Epsom  Sewage  Works,  and 
partly  by  controlled  tipping  at  the  disused  brick  works  in  East  Street, 

An  important  advantage  of  the  latter  system  is  the  reclamation  of  useless 
land,  which  if  left  would  tend  to  become  a permanent  eyesore  and  nuisance. 
If  care  is  taken  in  the  choice  of  a site  for  tipping  no  nuisance  need  be 
caused  to  residents  in  the  neighbourhood. 


RIVEBS  AND  STREAMS 

Streams  and  surface  water  courses  were  inspected  during  the  year 
and  have  been  generally  maintained  in  a satisfactory  condition  • The  work 
carried  out  by  the  County  Council  in  recent  years  on  the  Hogsmill  has  been 
beneficial  in  its  results.  The  benefits  resulting  from  the  completion  of 
the  Hogsmill  Valley  Joint  Sewerage  Scheme  have  already  been  referred  to. 


SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS 

The  lybnicipal  Baths  are  situated  in  East  Street,  Epsom  and  comprise 
a covered  swimming  bath  (convertible  into  a hall),  turkish,  foam  and  slipper 
baths  and  cafe.  Swimming  bath  water  is  subjected  to  continuous  filtration 
and  chlorination.  Frequent  bacteriological  examinations  are  made  to  test 
the  efficiency  of  the  purification  process* 

There  is  one  privately  owned  swimming  pool  in  the  Borough  open  to 
the  general  public*  The  pool  is  equipped  with  plant  for  continuous 
filhmtion  and  chlorination,  and  the  water  is  subjected  to  periodical 
bacteriological  examination. 

The  other,  bathing  pools  in  the  Borough  are  provided  in  connection 
with  schools  and  clubs  and  are  not  open  to  the  general  public, 

(13) 


A classified  statement  of  the  number  of  premises  visited^  the 
defects  or  nuisances  discovered,  the  action  and  the  result  of  action  taken 
in  regard  to  these,  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector, 
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HOUSING 


Details  of  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department  in  connection 
vith  housing  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector,  This  is  mainly  concerned  with  the  state  of  existing  houses  and 
the  steps  takan,  where  necessary,  to  bring  them  into  a state  of  good  repair, 
or  in  a few  cases,  to  effect  their  demolition  or  closure. 

With  regard  to  the  erection  of  new  houses,  I am  indebted  to  the 
Borough  Engineer  for  the  following  information  regarding  the  number  of  new 
houses  erected  during  the  year. 

Erected  by  local  authority 

Erected  by  private  enterprise 

Converted  properties  :~ 

(a)  by  local  authority 

(b)  by  private  enterprise 
HB-HCUSING  CF  TUBERCULOJS  PERSCNS 

Five  houses  were  allocated  to  housing  applicants  in  whose  families 
there  were  tuberculous  members.  Since  the  war  priority  has  been  givan  to 
95  cases  under  this  heading,  a total  which  reflects  the  importance  the  Council 
attaches  to  good  housing  conditions  in  the  treatment  and  prevention  of  this 
infectious  disease. 


US 

2C7 

Nil 

1C 
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OF  FOOD 


The  report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  gives  details  of 
the  work  done  in  connection  with  supervision  of  food.  It  also  contains 
details  of  the  work  done  in  connection  with  sampling  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1955,  of  which  the  Council  took  over  responsibility  from  the 
County  Council  on  the  1st  April,  1954* 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  notifications  of  food 
poisoning,  the  total  reaching  73*  With  the  exception  of  5 cases,  these 
occurred  in  an  outbreak  in  one  of  the  mental  hospitals.  The  cause  of  this 
was  investigated  thoroughly  by  the  hospital  concerned  and  the  necessary 
measures  taken  to  prevent  a recurrence. 
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PBEVALENOE  OF.  MD  CONTROL  OVER.  INFEOTIOBS  DISEASE 


NOTIFIABIiE  INFECTIOUS  DEEASES 

Table  IV  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
notified  during  1957  with  the  case  rate  per  1^000  population  for  each 
disease*  The  presence  of  several  large  hospitals  in  the  district 
influences  the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases.  For  example,  the 
majority  of  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  notified  from  the  Epsom 
District  Hospital,  though  many  of  the  patients  were  resident  in  the 
Borough  only  for  the  time  of  their  confinement.  The  notification  of 
cases  of  typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers  which  are  made  from  time  to  time 
are  often  due  to  the  existence  of  an  obstinate  focus  of  infection  in  one 
or  other  of  the  hospitals  for  mental  disorders,  A column'  hag,  therefore, 
been  included  in  this  table  to  show  the  number  of  notifications  relating 
to  patients  in  hospitals.  Table  V shows  the  incidence  of  notifiable 
infectious  diseases  classified  according  to  age  and  sex. 


SMALLPOX 


No  case  of  smallpox  was  notified  d'oring  the  year. 


During  the  year  notifications  were  received  from  medical 
practitioners  of  572  primary  vaccinations  and  295  re-vaccinaticns  which 
had  been  performed  by  them.  Of  the  primary  vaccinations  397  related  to 
children  under  the  age  of  one  year,  equivalent  to  62,1^  of  the  number  of 
births  registered  in  the  Borough  during  the  year.  The  comparative  figure 
for  1956  was  63,1^, 


S GABLET  FEVER 

Twenty-four  oases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified  during  the  year, 
compared  with  37  for  the  previous  year.  The  incidence  rate  per  1,000 
population  was  0,36,  Two  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital  for  treatment. 

The  type  of  infection  was  mild  in  character,  this  having  been  a 
characteristic  for  a number  of  years.  Taking  this  fact  into  account,  and 
also  the  great  effectiveness  of  treatment  now  available  in  the  drugs  of  the 
sulpha  group  and  in  the  variovLS  antibiotics  a change  of  policy  regarding 
school  children  contacts  of  scarlet  fever  has  been  made.  So  far  as  the 
County  Council  schools  are  concerned,  no  exclusion  of  contacts  of  scarlet 
fever  is  now  required  so  long  as  they  remain  in  good  health.  An  exception 
is  made,  however,  of  contacts  engaged  in  the  preparation  or  service  of 
school  meals,  who  would  be  excluded  until  their  freedom  from  infection  had 
been  ascertained. 


DIPHTHERIA 


No  case  of  diphtheria  occurred  during  the  year.  Figures  relating 
to  the  incidence  of  diphtheria  since  1934  have  been  summarised  in  Table  VI, 

£inlitherln.^mmunisation 


The  aim  is  for  every  child  to  receive  a primary  treatment  in  its 
first  year  of  life  with  reinforcing  treatments  every  3 to  4 years  up  to  the 
end  of  school,  life.  It  is  not  claimed  o'^n  vlth  such  treatment  that  absolute 


limnunisation  will  be  attained  by  every  child,  but  there  is  clear  evidence 
that  the  risk  of  an  untreated  child  contracting  diphtheria  is  four  times 
as  great  as  that  of  an  iimmmised  child,  and  that  the  risk  of  death  is 
nearly  thirty  times  as  great. 

Treatment  can  be  obtained  from  general  practitioners  under  the 
terms  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  or  from  clinics  arranged  by  the 
local  health  authority,  these  being  held  at  regular  intervals  at  all 
Infant  Welfare  Centres  serving  the  district,  of  which  details  are  set  out 
on'  page  11,  These  arrangements  are  intended  primarily  for  infants  and 
others  under  school  age.  Clinics  in  schools  are  arranged  as  required  by 
the  Divisional  Jfedical  Officer  for  pupils  requiring  treatment. 


Notifications  were  received  that  530  children  received  primary 
treatment  and  that  823  received  reinforcing  doses.  It  is  also  possible 
that  some  children  may  have  been  treated  privately  or  in  other  districts, 
about  whom  information  has  not  been  received*  The  following  figures 
show  how  the  facilities  for  treatment  have  been  used. 


Treated  at  Clinics  and  Schools 
Treated  by  General  Practitioners 


Primary  Treatment 

Reinforcing  Doses 

340 

734 

-1Q2- 

530 

823 

At  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  estimated  that  65,8^  of  children 
under  the  age  of  15  years  had  been  treated  and  were  still  in  an  effective 
state  of  immunity.  The  con^arable  figure  for  1956  was  70,3^* 

With  the  materials  now  available  it  is  possible  to  combine 
diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus  immunisation  in  one  series  of 
injections  and  details  of  the  numbers  so  treated  are  given  under  the 
headings  dealing  with  these  diseases.  For  epidemiological  reasons, 
however,  it  is  recommended  that  the  use  of  combined  prophylactics  should 
be  restricted  to  the  winter  months. 


ACUTE  POLIOlyEELITIS 

Ten  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  6 of  which  were  of  the 
paraljrtic  type.  The  incidence  rate  for  the  paralytic  form  was  0,09  and 
for  the  non~paralytic  0,06,  There  were  2 deaths  giving  a death  rate  of  003, 

Five  of  the  cases  occurred  in  a small  but  serious  outbreak 
connected  with  a school  in  Epsom,  Those  affected  wore  two  children 
and  three  fathers  of  children  attending  the  school.  Unfortunately  the 
infection  was  so  virulent  in  the  case  of  two  fathers  that  the  illness 
terminated  fatally, 

Loliorgye litis  Vacjiinatlan 

Vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  must  now  take  first  place  in 
the  means  of  prevention  of  this  disease.  It  is  too  early  yet  to  know  how 
effective  the  vaccine  at  present  in  use  will  be,  and  it  will  be  a few  years 
before  a complete  picture  can  be  obtained  of  the  strength  and  duration  of 
its  protective  powers.  In  spite  of  this,  and  taking  into  consideration  the 
nature  of  the  disease  and  the  ineffectiveness  of  other  methods  of  controlling 
it,  the  advice  must  be  given  that  the  first  opportunity  should  be  taken  for 
every  child  to  be  given  the  vaccine.  Because  of  shortage  of  the  material 
there  is  at  present  a waiting  list  for  the  treatment.  This  should  not  deter 
parents  from  malduig  application  on  behalf  of  children  bom.  in  the  period 


PolionrvBlitls  Vaccinatioj^_.Lsmjb^) 

The  Diviaional  Msdical  Officer  estimates  that  1,9^0  children 
resident  in  the  Borough  were  vaccinated  by  his  staff  during  the  year.  In 
addition  265  children  were  treated  by  their  family  doctors  with  material 
obtained  from  the  local  health  authority.  The  number  treated  in  1956  was 
210,  Tho  total  population  under  15  years  ci*  ego  iras  approximately -12,000, 


MEASLES 

One  thousand  and  twenty-eight  cases  of  measles  were  notified 
during  the  year  compared  with  98  for  1956,  The  case  rate  per  1,000 
population  was  15^26  against  1*45  last  year.  The  regularity  with  which 
epidemics  of  this  disease  occur  in  alternative  years  has  been  mentioned  ■ 
in  previous  reports.  Notwithstanding  the  large  number  of  cases  there  were 
no  deaths  attributed  to  measles. 


TYPHOID  ESVER 

Although  there  have  been  notifications  from  time  to  time  of  typhoid 
fever  in  patients  in  the  hospitals,  it  is  several  years  since  the  disease 
occurred  in  a private  resident.  In  the  case  notified  this  year  the  patient 
was  a schoolgirl  who  spent  part  of  her  summer  holidays  in  the  south  of  France 
where  she  contracted  the  infection.  The  patient  had  not  been  Inoculated 
against  typhoid  fever  before  going  abroad. 


PARATYPHOID  FEVER 

Both  patients  were  private  residents.  Enquiries  showed  that  the 
infection  in  one  case  was  associated  with  food  taken  at  a restaurant  in 
London,  several  other  persons  in  other  districts  being  similarly  affected. 
In  the  second  case  the  origin  of  the  infection  was  not  found. 


DISENTERY 

Forty-five  oases  of  dysentery  were  notified  during  the  year,  34 
of  which  were  patients  in  mental  hospitals.  In  11  cases  the  causative 
organism  was  of  the  mild  but  very  infectious  Sonne  type;  in  34 > all  hospital 
cases,  the  organism  was  of  the  Flexner  type. 


PUERPERAL  PYREXIA 


Fifty-one  cases  were  notified,  giving  an  incidence  rate  of  77,5 
per  1,000  live  and  still  births  compared  with  56  cases  and  a rate  of  80,3 
in  1956,  All  the  notifications  were  received  from  the  maternity  unit  of 
the  Epsom  District  Hospital,  31  of  them  relating  to  patients  who  were 
admitted  for  their  confinement  from  addresses  outside  the  Borough, 

The  notification  rate  is  four  times  higher  than  the  figure  for 
England  and  Wales,  and  this  disproportion  has  recurred  year  by  year.  The 
explanation  for  this  lies  in  the  fact  that  this  district  is  fortunate  in 


having  within  its  boundaries  a hospital  with  a modern  maternity  department 
in  which  approximately  1^300  births  take  place  annually.  More  than  one 
half  of  the  women  concerned  are  non-residents  of  the  Borough,  yet  should 
any  one  of  them  become  notifiable  under  the  Puerperal  Pyrexia  Regulations 
such  notifications  are  accredited  to  the  Borough  for  statistical  purposes. 

The  notification  rate  is  estimated  on  the  total  number  of  notifications 
received,  including  those  relating  to  non-residents  confined  in  the  hospital, 
set  against  the  number  of  births  of  infants  whose  mothers  have  a residential 
address  in  the  Borough,  Thus  under  existing  statistical  arrangements  the 
notification  rate  of  puerperal  pyrexia  of  surrounding  districts  is  lowered 
at  the  expense  of  Epsom  and  Ewell, 

Notifications  of  puerperal  pyrexia  are  required  to  be  made  by 
medical  practitioners  in  accordance  with  the  Puerperal  Pyrexia  Regulations , 
1951,  in  which  puerperal  pyrexia  is  defined  as  any  febrile  condition 
occurring  within  I4  days  of  childbirth  or  miscarriage  in  which  a temperature 
of  100, 4F  or  more  has  occurred.  This  means  that  a single  rise  of 
temperature  to  100, 4E  is  notifiable,  and  it  will  be  readily  understood  that 
this  would  be  more  likely  to  be  detected  in  hospital  than  in  domiciliary 
midwifery  practice.  Many  relatively  harmless  conditions  can  cause 
sufficient  rise  of  temperature  to  become  notifiable.  Of  the  cases  under 
discussion,  in  14  the  cause  of  the  p3rrexia  was  not  ascertained^  in  12  it 
was  due  to  infection  of  the  urinary  tractj  in  9 to  breast  infection;  in  7 
to  infection  of  the  birth  canal;  in  2 to  infection  of  the  throat.  The 
pyrexia  followed  miscarriage  in  4 cases,  and  the  operation  of  caesarian 
section  in  3 cases. 


WHOOPING  COUGH 

Thirty- two  cases  of  whooping  cough  were  notified  during  the  year, 
the  incidence  rate  being  0,48  per  1,000  population  compared  with  1,24  in 
1956,  No  deaths  were  registered  from  the  disease. 


Notifications  were  received  from  medical  practitioners  and  clinics 
that  500  children  had  received  a primary  course  and  162  children  had 
received  reinforcing  doses*  The  majority  received  the  treatment  in  combina- 
tion with  immunisation  against  diphtheria. 


TETANUS 


A death  from  tetanus  occurred  in  a patient  in  one  of  the  mental 
hospitals.  The  infection  followed  a trivial  Injury  incurred  while  he  was 
gardening  in  the  grounds  of  the  hospital. 


Tetanus 


Notifications  were  received  that  306  children  were  given  active 
immunisation  against  tetanus.  In  the  case  of  288  children  the  treatment 
was  given  in  combination  with  other  prophylactics!  in  the  remainder  it 
was  given  alone. 


FOOD  POISONING 

Sevent3r^ three  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  during  the 
year  giving  an  incidence  rate  of  1,08  per  1,000  popula.tion.  In  1956  there 
were  5 notifications  with  an  in.cidence  rate  of  0«07, 
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An  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  thought  to  be  due  to  contamination 
of  meat  by  organisms  of  the  Bacillus  Welchii  group  accounted  for  69  of 
these  notifications*  Some  changes  in  the  handling  of  meat  were  made  by 
the  hospital  authority,  and  there  has  been  no  recurrence  of  the  incident* 


TUBERGULOSIS 


# 


During  the  year  the  names  of  67  persons  were  added  to  the 
tuberculosis  register,  and  99  were  removed*  Details  of  these  alterations 
are  as  follows 


Primary  notifications  relating 


to  private  residents  already 
residing  in  the  district  32 

Transfer  of  private  residents 
notified  in  other  areas,  now 
residing  in  the  district  19 

Notifications  of  persons 
residing  in  institutions 

Primary  11 

Transfer  2 

Posthumous  notifications 

In  institutions  2 

In  private  households 

Restored 

Private  residents  1 


67 


RBMGVALS  FROM  REGISTER 

By  removals  to  other 
districts 

(a)  Private  residents  35 

(b)  Patients  in 

institutions  21 


By  recovery 

(a)  Private  residents  33 

(b)  Patients  in 
institutions 


By  death 

(a)  Private  residents  5 

(b)  Patients  ia 

ins  titutions  5 


99 


+ In  6 cases  the  cause  of  death  was  not  attributed  to 
tuberculosis* 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  names  on  the  register  was 
as  follows:- 


In  private  residence  227  152 

Patients  in  Mental  Hospitals  62  18 

289  170 


19  13 

23  16 


There  are  also  43  patients  in  mental  hospitals  whose  names  are 
on  the  tuberculosis  registers  of  the  districts  in  which  they  are  normally 
domiciled* 
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Forty- three  primary  notifications  were  received  from  medical 
practitioners  of  persons  certified  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis*  In 
Table  VII  these  are  classified  by  sex  and  age  and  into  pulmonary  and  non- 
pulmonary  types  of  disease*  The  table  is  also  sub— divided  to  show  whether 
the  patient  was  a private  resident  or  a mental  hospital  patient*  In  Table 
VIII  the  number  of  notifications  received  in  previous  years  is ^ given. 

Figures  for  the  present  year  are  nearly  the  same  as  in  the  period  1934“193S« 
The  fact  that  the  total  has  not  fallen  probably  results  from  earlier 
diagnosis  of  cases ^ often  resulting  from  the  increased  use  of  chest  radio- 
graphy. 

Two  posthumous  notifications  were  received  from  medical  practi-^ 
tionerS;  both  relating  to  patients  in  mental  hospitals  whose  tuberculous 
Infection  was  in  a form  not  recognised  during  life. 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 

Four  deaths  from  tuberculosis  were  assigned  to  the  Borough  giving 
a death-rate  of  0.06,  the  figure  for  England  and  Wales  being  0,11,  Of  the 

deaths , 2 were  members  of  private  households  and  2 of  patients  in  mental 
hospitals*  An  analysis  of  their  deaths  by  age,  sex  and  form  of  disease  is 
found  in  Table  VIII  which  is  further  sub-divided  to  show  whether  the  death 
was  of  a private  resident  or  of  a patient  in  one  of  the  mental  hospitals. 

The  number  of  deaths  is  the  lowest  yet  recorded  and  this  applies 
to  both  hospital  and  private  sections  of  the  population.  So  far  as  the 
private  residents  are  concerned,  this  feature  of  the  statistics  can  be 
regarded  with  satisfaction  and  as  evidence  of  the  increasing  effectiveness 
of  the  preventive  and  remedial  precautions  taken  against  the  disease.  The 
hospital  figures  need  to  be  considered  from  a different  angle  as  the  figures 
may  have  been  influenced  by  the  transfer  to  other  institutions  outside  the 
Borough  of  the  more  serious  cases  of  the  disease. 


EPSOM.  LEATHERHEAD  AWD  DISTRICT  CARS  CQjyiMITTEE 


The  Epsom,  Leatherhead  and  District  Tuberculosis  Care  Committee 
has  continued  its  work  with  energy  during  the  year  under  the  Chairmanship 
of  Alderman  Mrs*  A,  Winter,  The  Secretary  of  the  Committee  is  Miss  M, 
Wright,  who  is  also  the  Surrey  County  Council’s  Care  Almoner  in  the  area, 
and  the  Treasurer  is  Mr,  T.  L.  Flanagan,  of  the  Epsom  Branch  of  the 
Westminster  Bank,  lyfembers  of  the  Committee  include  representatives  of 
the  Borough  Council,  the  Leatherhead  Urban  District  Council,  Associations 
and  Societies  interested  in  social  welfare,  and  officers  engaged  in  work 
ccnnected  with  health,  welfare  and  relief.  Thus  the  Committee  is  in  a 
good  position  to  help  solve  the  special  problems  of  the  tuberculous  person 
and  the  household  to  which  he  belongs,  and  much  valuable  work  has  been  done. 


B.C.G*  Va( 


This  treatment  is  available  at  Chest  Clinics  to  contacts  in  the 
family  of  tuberculous  persons,  if  preliminary  testing  shows  that  they  have 
hot  already  been  infected.  It  has  also  been  offered  to  children  between 
13  and  14  years  attending  maintained  schools,  and  those  private  schools 
which  have  co-operated  in  the  scheme  of  treatment.  The  treatment  in  schools 
is  carried  out  by  the  staff  of  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer  who  had 
provided  the  following  information  relating  to  the  work  done  in  local  schools 
in  1957, 
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B.C«G»  Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis  (cont.) 

Gonmrunications  were  sent  to  the  parents  of  95S  school  children 
ascertained  to  be  in  the  age  group  concerned  with  the  following  results. 
These  have  been  sub-divided  so  that  the  response  from  the  maintained 
schools  and  private  schools  can  be  compared. 

No,  of  children  offered  treatment  at  l^intained  Schools  851 

” ” ” ” '*  ” Private  Schools  107 

Total  958 

No,  consenting  at  IVlaintained  Schools  645  (equivalent  to  75*8^) 

” ” ” Private  Schools  77  ( “ " 725^) 

Total  722  ( « » 75,4^) 


No,  of  children  vaccinated  with  B.C.G,  at  Maintained  Schools  5S8 
” ” ” ” " B,C,G,  " Private  Schools 


Total 


659 


■ iS 

> ' 'vS 


1 ' 


TABLE  I.  COMPAMTrVE  BIRTH,  DEATH  AND  M/ITERNAL 
MDRIALITY  RATES,  AND  INCIDENCE  RATES  OF  INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES  FOR  THE  YEAIS  10^6  and  10^7. 


1956 

1957 

Rates  per  1.000  Ponulation 

BIRTHS 

Live  Births 

10.1 

9.5 

.Still  Births 

0,21 

0,28 

DEATI^ 

All  Causes 

IS.l 

16,8 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

_ 

Whooping  Cough 

•M. 

Diphtheria 

_ 

Tuberculosis 

0,22 

0.06 

Influenza 

0.04 

0,22 

Smallpox 

Poliomyelitis 

0.03 

Pneumonia 

1.43 

1.04 

Basies 

NOTIFICATIONS  f Corrected) 

Typhoid 

0.01 

Paratyphoid 

0.01 

0.03 

^feningococcal  Infection 

0.03 

0.01 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.55 

0,36 

Whooping  Gough 

1.24 

0,48 

Diphtheria 

Erysipelas 

0.09 

0.07 

Smallpox 

mm 

Pfeasles 

1.45 

15e26 

Pneumonia 

0^53 

1.31 

Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic) 

(Non-Paralytic) 

0.03 

0.01 

0.09 

0.06 

Food  Poisoning 

0.07 

1,08 

Dysentery 

0,24 

0.67 

Tuberculosis 

0.65 

0.64 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Birthp 

INFANT  MDRTALITY 

Under  1 year  of  age 

20.5 

28.2 

Under  4 weeks  of  age 

16.1 

23,5 

Rates  eer  1.000  Total  (Live  & Sti.Il)  B-fr+.ha 

Still  Births 

20,1 

28-0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  (Notification  of) 

^3.3 

77.5 

^feternal  Mortality 

t 

- 

1.5 

COICARATrVE  BIRTH.  DEATH  AND  MDRTALITI  RATES  1 
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TABLE  III 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  BOROUGH  OF  EPSOM  AND  EWELL 


Male 

Female 

Total 

1. 

Tuber culos is  (respiratory  System) 

3 

1 

4 

2, 

Tuberculosis  (other  forms) 

— 

- 

- 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

6 

2 

8 

4* 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

5* 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

- 

6* 

Meningococcal  Infections 

— 

- 

- 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

2 

- 

2 

8. 

Measles 

» 

— 

9. 

Other  Infective  Diseases 

2 

2 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

10 

u 

24 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung 

30 

3 

33 

12. 

Milignant  neoplasm,  breast 

- 

16 

16 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

.. 

6 

6 

14-. 

Other  malignant  neoplasms 

58 

45 

103 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

5 

3 

8 

16, 

Diabetes 

3 

2 

5 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system 

50 

77 

127 

18. 

Coronary  disease.  Angina 

65 

52 

117 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

9 

8 

17 

20, 

Other  heart  disease 

89 

173 

262 

21, 

Other  circulatory  disease 

26 

39 

65 

22, 

Influenza 

7 

8 

15 

23, 

Pneumonia 

35 

35 

70 

24. 

Bronchitis 

17 

9 

26 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 

2 

2 

4 

26, 

Ulcer  of  the  stomach  and  duodenum 

7 

5 

12 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

3 

3 

6 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

7 

7 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

9 

9 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

1 

1 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

5 

3 

8 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

69 

72 

141 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

3 

4 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

6 

13 

19 

35. 

Suicide 

4 

7 

11 

36 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

1 

1 

531 

602 

1,133 
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Incidence  rate  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  (per  1,000  live  and  a till  bir  tlij)  77 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  BY  ACE  AND  SEX 
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lEATHS  FEOM  TUBSROULOSIS  BY  ACE  MD  SEX 
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SVoni  1953  figures  include  notifications  and  deaths  of  patients  in  l^ntal  Hospitals 


Public  Health.  Department^ 
West  Hill  House, 

West  Hill, 

EPSOM, 

Surrey, 

June,  1958, 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 

BOROUGH  OP  EPSOM  AHD  EWELL 
Mr,  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  ny  twenty-first  Annual  Report  which  relates  to 
the  work  of  the  Public  Health' Inspectors  for  the  year  ended  31st  December, 
1957,  and  is  compiled  in  accordance  with  requirements  of  the  Sanitary 
Officers  (Outside  London)  Regulations,  1935. 

Each  year  brings  new  and  amended  legislation  on  matters 
concerning  public  health  which  in  one  way  or  another  affects  the  work  of 
Public  Health  Inspectors  and  the  year  1957  has  proved  no  exception. 

Important  provisions  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  came  into  operation  which 
have  imposed  additional  duties  in  relation  to  inspection  and  the  giving 
of  technical  advice  for  the  control  of  smoke  and  prevention  of  air  pollution. 
The  Rent  Act,  1957,  which  came  into  force  on  the  6th  July,  1957 , has  given 
rise  to  many  enquiries  from  owners  and  tenants  concerning  the  repair  and 
maintenance  of  houses  and  a considerable  number  of  inspections  have  been 
necessary  in  connection  with  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair, 

Progress  has  been  made  in  the  Council’s  five  year  Slum  Clearance 
programme,  a number  of  individual  unfit  houses  being  dealt  with  and  two 
areas  comprising  twenty-three  dwelling-houses  have  been  declared  "Clearance 
Areas " . 


A total  number  of  6,055  inspections  and  visits  were  made  by  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors  during  the  year  and  over  900  complaints  were 
investigated.  Sampling  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  was  carried  out 
regularly  throughout  the  year,  covering  a wide  variety  of  food.  Milk,  ice- 
cream and  water  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  and 
these  show  that  a high  standard  has  been  maintained*  Routine  visits  were 
made  to  the  slaughterhouse  at  Horton  Farm  to  inspect  all  animals  killed 
for  meat  supplies  to  the  IVfental  Hospitals  and  other  food  has  been  inspected 
at  shops,  local  hospitals,  school  canteens,  etc. 

Particular  attention  has  been  given  to  food  premises  and  on  the 
whole,  food  traders  have  shown  a willingness  to  comply  with  requirements 
of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  Many  have  spent  considerable  sums  on 
structural  alterations,  repairs  and  redecorations  and  have  carried  out  other 
improvements  for  the  protection  of  food,  while  requests  for  the  provision 
of  wash-basins  with  hot  and  cold  water  supply  have  met  with  good  response. 

During  the  year,  I submitted  to  the  Joint  Cesspool  Sub-Committee 
a full  report  on  all  cesspools  in  the  Borough*  Although  this  form  of 
drainage  must  be  accepted  where  a public  sewer  is  not  available,  steps  are 
being  taken  to  secure  the  abolition  of  cesspools  wherever  possible  and  the 
number  is  gradually  being  reduced.  The  question  of  temporary  conveniences 
at  Race  Meetings  on  Epsom  Downs  was  also  the  subject  of  a special  report 
which  I prepared  for  consideration  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 
Suggestions  for  improvements  and  the  provision  of  main  drainage  received 
the  support  of  the  Committee,  but  unless  the  Grand  Stand  Association  are 
prepared  to  contribute  towards  the  cost  of  extending  the  sewers  and  water 
service,  it  seems  unlikely  that  the  Council  will  proceed  with  this  project. 
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In  concluding  my  report,  I wish  to  record  my  thanks  to  Dr,  G.  Ive, 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  for  his  consideration  and  advice,  and  the 
members  of  my  staff  for  their  continued  loyalty  and  assistance,  also  for 
the  support  I have  received  from  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee. 


I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WM.  H.  C.  HAGGER, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 
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SANITARY  INSEEGTION  OF  THE  AEEA 


Dwelling-houses  - Under  P»  H.  Act 

” ” Housing  Acts 

" ” Reins pec tions 

Other  Premises  - Under  P»  H.  Act 

” ” Reinspections 

Complaints  investigated 
Drainage  - Inspections 
” Water  Tests 

'•  S moke  Tes  ts 

” Other  Tests 

” Cesspools  inspected 

Factories  - With  Power 
" Without  Power 

” Outworkers 

Pood  - Inspection  of  Premises 

” Slaughterhouses  - Meat  Inspections 

” Visits  re  Unsound  Food 

Heating  Appliances  and  Fireguards  Act 
Infectious  Disease  - Enquiries  and  Visits 
Insect  Pests 

Keeping  of  Animals  or  Poultry 

Offices  - Inspections 

Pet  Animals  Act,  Licences,  etc. 

Public  Conveniences 
Rat.  or  Mice  Infestation 
Rivers  and  Streams 

Schools  - Sanitary  Accommodation,  Disinfestation,  etc. 
Shops  Act,  1950  (Hours) 

” ” ” (Welfare) 

Smoke  Observation  or  Air  Pollution 
Stables  and  Piggeries 
Swimid.ng  Pools 
Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 
Theatres,  Cinemas,  Halls,  etc, 

Vac?mt  Land,  Dum.ps,  etc. 

Verminous  premises  or  Articles 

Visits,  Miscellaneous  (Not  included  above) 


185 

33 
622 

87 

119 

367 

1,063 

218 

14 

7 
153 

53 

14 
16 
998 
111 
164 

1 

352 

121 

8 
1 
2 

56 

140 

15 

23 

58 

17 

79 

81 

34 

38 

6 

40 

8 

m, 

6,055 


SAMPLING 


Samples  under  Food  and  Drugs  Act  71 

Ice-cream  Samples  18 

Milk  Samples  (bacteriological)  IO5 

Water  Samples  from;- 

Main  Supplies  (domestic)  3O 

Ifental  Hospitals  - private  wells  (untreated)  91 

(treated)  20 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools  21 


COMPLAINTS 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  complaints  received 
during  the  year:- 


Insanitary  conditions  of  premises  60 
Flooding  I3 
Choked  or  defective  drains  II9 
Offensive  accumulations  , 7 
Rat  or  mice  infestation  498 
Nvxisance  from  flies  or  other  insect  pests  36 
Vermin  2 


735 


(35) 
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Icmix) 


Brought  forward  735 
Offensive  smells  45 
Tins  ound  Food  ^4 
Factory  and  Shops  Acts  6 
Overcrowding  2 
S moke 

Mis  cellaneous  ■ 26 


Total 


NUISANCES  AND  DEFECTS 

Number  of  premises  where  nuisances  or  defects  found 
Number  of  nuisances  or  defects  found 


NOTICES 


Number  of  Notices  served  under  the  following  Actss- 


Public  Health  Act,  1936 

ti  II  ti  II 

Housing  Act,  1936 

11  II  II 

Factories  Act,  1937 

Shops  Act,  1950 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 


(Statutory) 
(informal) 
(statutory) 
( Informal ) 
(informal) 

( Informal) 
(Informal) 


Number  of  Notices  outstanding  at  end  of  year  I6. 


84s 


89 

412 


4 

79 

9 

4 

3 

166 


SUMMARY  OF  NUISANCES  ABATED.  DEFECTS  RBt^lDIED 
AND  OTHER  MATTERS  ATTENDED  TO. 


Roofs  repaired 

Eaves  gutters  and  downpipes  repaired 

Chimney  stacks  rebuilt  or  repaired 

Repointing  or  rendering  of  brickwork 

Other  work  carried  out  to  remedy  dampness 

Choked  drains  cleared 

Drains  repaired  or  relaid 

Inspection  Chambers  built  or  repaired 

NewW.C's.  installed 

W*C*s  renewed  or  repaired 

W,C,  flushing  cisterns  renewed  or  repaired 

New  Baths  installed 

Soil  Vent  Pipes  or  F.A«I*S  renewed  or  repaired 

New  Gullies  provided 

Sink, Gully  surrounds  repaired 

New  sinks  or  wash-basins  provided  or  renewed 

Vfaste  pipes  provided  or  renewed 

Water  Service  Pipes  renewed  or  repaired 

Cesspools  emptied  or  repaired 

Cesspools  abolished 

E::lsting  house  drains  connected  to  Public  Sewer 

New  Dustbins  provided 

Yard  Paving  provided  or  repaired 


31 

20 

5 

10 

8 

124 

79 
63 
74 
15 
10 
37 
13 
55 

3 

80 

5 

7 

35 

7 

7 

4 

5 


(36) 


Rooms  cleansed  and  redecorated 

Plaster  of  walls  and/or  ceilings  repaired 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed 

Fireplaces  or  ranges  repaired  or  renewed 

Staircases  repaired  or  renewed 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed 

Window  frames  repaired  or  renewed 

Sashcords  provided  or  renewed 

Additional  lighting  or  ventilation  provided 

Food  Stores  provided,  ventilated  or  cleaned 

Rooms  disinfected  after  Tuberculosis 

Disinfection  of  rooms  or  articles  on  request 

Rooms,  etc,,  sprayed  for  flies  or  other  insect  pests 

Nuisances  from  animals  or  poultry  abated 

Offensive  accumulations  removed 

Other  nuisances  abated  or  defects  remedied 


18 

34 

16 

7 

1 

7 

23 

9 

1 

2 

4 

6 

13 

2 

6 

22 


HOUSING 


This  Act  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  September,  1957,  It 
consolidates  the  various  Acts  relating  to  housing  with  the  exception  of 
certain  provisions  relating  to  financial  matters.  Housing  legislation 
so  far  as  Public  Health  Inspectors  are  concerned  is  therefore  now  confined 
for  all  practical  purposes  to  this  particular  Act, 


I. 

Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year:- 

1,  (a) 

Total  number  of  dwelling-houses 
inspected  under  the  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts, 

218 

(b) 

Number  of  inspections  or  re -inspections 

622 

2. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation 

71 

II. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit:- 

(a) 

after  Informal  Notice 

52 

(b) 

after  service  of  Formal  Notice 

3 

(c) 

Number  of  Notices  outstanding  at 
end  of  year 

16 

Ill, 

Proceedings  under 

Section  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936, 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  unfit 
for  human  habitation  and  represented 
under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 

9 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Demolition  Orders  were  made 

1 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  were  made 

5 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished 
as  a result  of  formal  action 

2 

(37) 
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Seventy^on©  Informal  Notices  relating  to  housing  defects  were 
served  on  owners  of  houses  capable  of  repair  and  at  the  end  of  the  year 
fifty-five  of  these  Notices  had  been  complied  with. 


The  above  Act,  which  came  into  force  on  the  6th  July,  1957,  gave 
rise  to  a number  of  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair,  In  each 
case  the  premises  concerned  were  inspected  to  confirm  the  defects  referred 
to  in  the  Notice  served  by  the  tenant  on  the  landlord  and  the  necessary 
authority  obtained  to  notify  the  landlord  (on  Form  J)  of  the  Council’s 
proposal  to  issue  a Certificate  of  Disrepair, 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  position  with  regard  to 
applications  on  the  31st  December,  1957*- 


Total  number  of  applications  received  43 

Landlords  notified  (Form  J)  of  proposal  to  issue  Certificate  37 
Undertakings  (Form  K)  receiveci  from  landlords  27 

Form  J issued  (three  weeks  period  not  expired)  3 

Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued  7 

Application  ■ for  Certificate  not  approved  1 

Applications  awaiting  consideration  5 


Three  houses  were  dealt  with  for  bug  infestation.  In  each  case 
the  rooms  affected  were  thoroughly  treated  with  Insecticide,  and  the 
removal  of  bedding  for  steam  disinfection  was  found  unnecessary. 


Twenty-three  inspections  and  visits  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 
were  made  during  the  year  to  schools  in  the  Borough,  including  private  schools. 

There  are  twenty- two  private  schools  in  the  Borough, 


(3S) 


Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the 

(l)  Inspections  for  Purposes  of  Provision  as  to  health  Including 

inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors, 


' * ’ ■ r-  n ■ 1 Tr  jbmmmksi  r r 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(3) 

Inspec- 

tions 

(4) 

Written 

Notices 

(5) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(6) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1^2, 3^4^  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

17 

9 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

139 

53 

4 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out^workers  * 
premises) 

10 

TOTAL 

166 

67 

4 

- 

(2)  Cases  in  which  defects 

were  found: 

Particulars 

Numbei 

’ of  cases  in  which 
?ects  were  found 

No  of 
cases  in 

Referred 

which 

(1) 

Found 

(3) 

Reme- 

died 

(4) 

to  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 

(5) 

By  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 
(6) 

prosecu- 
tions we© 
instituted 

(7) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S,l) 

8 

8 

Overcrowding  (S,2) 

mm 

mm> 

mm 

Unreasonable  Temperature  (s,3) 

mm 

mm 

mm» 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (S ,4) 

«=. 

mm 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S,6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

10 

10 

2 

mmm 

(c)  Npt  separate  for  sexes 

— 

«« 

mm 

Other  offences  (not  relating 
to  outwork) 

7 

7 

TOTAL 

25 

25 

- 

2 

- 

(39) 
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(3)  ♦atwork  (Sectiona  IIQ  and  111) 


Section  110 

Section  HI 

Nature 

No,  of 

No  of 

0 

• 

0 

No,  of 

Noti- 

Prose- 

of 

Out- 

cases  of 

prose- 

ins  tan— 

ces 

cutions 

Work 

workers 

defaults 

outions 

ces  of 

ser- 

n Aug. 

in  send- 

for  fail- 

work  in 

ved 

list 

ing  lists 

ing  to 

unwhole- 

required 

to  the 

supply 

some 

by  Sec, 
3JL0(1)U) 

Gouncil 

(4) 

lists 

premises 

(7) 

(8) 

(1) 

(3) 

(5) 

(6) 

Wearing 
apparel 
(making,  etc, 
cleansing 
and 

washing 

2 

9m 

Curtains 

and 

furniture 

hangings 

. . 1 

TOTAL 

3 

- 

- 

- 

INSPECTION  MD  SUPEKVTSION  OF  FOOD 

\ 

This  section  of  the  report  deals  with  matters  relating  to  food 
including  the  inspection  of  food  premises  food  saii5)llng  and  other  work 
carried  out  by  the  Public  Ifealth  Inspectors  in  connection  with  the  super- 
vision of  food  supplies • 

laad  fyepAggg 

The  following  table  shows  the  approximate  number  of  premises 
in  the  Borough  classified  under  the  various  trades  or  businesses,  where 
food  is  sold,  maniifactured  or  stored*- 


Bakehouses 

9 

Bakers  & Confectioners 

16 

Butchers 

37 

Cafes,  Restaurants,  Canteens 

and  Kitchens 

49 

Confectioners 

57 

Dairies  & >illk  Distributors 

20 

Fishmongers  (wet  and  dry) 

17 

Pried  Fish  Shops 

6 

Greengrocers  & Fruiterers 

39 

Grocery  & Provision  Stores 

93 

Ice-cream  Retailers 

125 

Public  Houses  & Off  Licences 

5L 

Total  524 
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Inapection  and  Superylsion  of  Food  (cent.) 

Of  the  preceding  premises  160  are  registered  wider  Section  16 
of  the  Food  and  Driiga  Act,  1955>  as  follows 

Manufacture  of  Ice-cream  1 

Retail  sale  of  Ice-cream  124 

Preparation  or  manufacture  for 

sale  of  sausages  or  potted^ 

pressed,  pickled  or  preserved 

food  35 

During  the  year  99S  inspections  of  food  premises  -were  made  , 
(for  details  see  page  48)# 


Supply 

The  number  of  milk  distributors  and  dairy  premises  (other  t2ian 
dairy  farms)  in  the  Borough,  registered  in  accordance  with  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Regulations,  1949  - 1954,  is  as  follows s- 


Retail  Purveyors  (with  premises  in  the  Borough)  4 

” (from  outside  the  Borough)  8 

Milk  Receiving  Depots  4 

Shops  il’om  vrhich  bottled  milk  is  sold  16 


The  following  licences  to  sell  graded  milk  were  granted  under  the 
Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1949,  during  the  year  1957i- 


’’Tuberculin  Tested” 

7 

Supplementary 

6 

’’Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised” 

3 

2 

’’Pasteurised” 

10 

7 

”S  terilised” 

-1S_ 

-JL 

38 

22 

During  the  year  105  samples  of  milk  were  taken  from  milk 
distributors,  including  supplies  to  local  hospitals  and  schools,  and 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination# 

The  following  summary  gives  details  of  the  grades  of  milk  sampled 
and  results  of  the  exaninations:- 

Qyade  No.  of  Samcles 

^Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised”  IS 

’’Pasteurised”  85 

”S  terilis  ed”  2 


105 


(41) 
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Results  of  Tests:- 


Methylene  Blue 

Tea  t Sl 

Phosphatase 

Test  X 

Turbidity 
Test 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

”T.T.  Pasteurised'* 

18 

18 

_ 

"Pasteurised" 

84 

1 

85 

- 

- 

HI* 

"Sterilised" 

« 

- 

2 

— 

102 

1 



103 

- 

2 

- 

X,  Jfethylene  Blue  and  Phosphatase  Tests 
not  applied  to  two  samples* 


MEAT.  AND  OTHER  FOODS 


There  are  no  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough,  but  at  the 
request  of  the  South  West  Metropolitan  Regicml  Hospital  Board,  arrangements 
are  made  for  the  inspection  of  all  animals  after  slaughter  at  Horton  Farm, 
where  a slaughterhouse  is  in  regular  use  for  the  supply  of  meat  to  Mental 
Hospitals  in  the  Borough* 

The  following  summary  relates  to  the  inspection  of  animals  after 
slaughter  at  the  above-mentioned  slaughterhouse  during  the  year. 

Carcases  inspected  and  condemned:- 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 
(if  known) 

1 

a 

66 

- 

453 

- 

Number  inspected 

1 

41 

66 

- 

453 

- 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

mm 

1 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  cmdemned 

7 

3 

2 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuboi’cii-’ 
losis  and  Cysticerci 

17.07% 

t 

4*54% 

.66% 
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( cont. ) 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Timber culos is  only: 

Whole  carcases 

condemned 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

1 

•• 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

mm 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

mm 

mm 

mm 

.22? 

Cysticercosis: 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

rm 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

9m 

mm 

mm 

mm 

Generalised  and 

■iotally  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

SL^.UGKIER  OF  mi¥M3  ACTS.  1Q33  ^ 1Q5Z. 

One  application  for  licence  and  five  applications  for  the  renewal 
of  licences  to  slaughter  aninals  under  the  above  Acts  were  received  and 
considered  by  the  Council*  In  each  case  the  licence  was  granted,  and  the 
fees  amounting  to  7/-  (seven  shillings)  were  forwarded  to  the  Borough 
Treasurer, 


Butchers^  Shoos 

There  are  thirty-seven  butchers*  shops  in  the  Borough  all  of  which 
have  been  periodically  inspected  during  the  year,  95  visits  and  inspections 
being  made, 

A refrigerator  or  other  means  of  cold  storage  is  provided  at  each 
shop  and  all  have  permanent  glass  windows  as  shop  fronts. 

The  standard  of  cleanliness  in  butchers*  shops,  has,  on  the  whole, 
been  very  satisfactory. 


Cc^^demned  Meat  and  Other  Foods 

The  following  meat  and  other  foods  were  inspected  at  shops  and  food 
stores  within  the  Borough  and  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption:- 

(43) 
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Condeinned  Msat  and  Other  Fooda  (cc«at«) 


Article 

lbs* 

Tins 

Bottles 

or 

Jars 

Packets 

or 

Numbers 

Bacon 

11 

Cereals 

19 

Cheese  Spread 

2 

Chickens 

279 

5 

Chocolate  and 

Chocolate  Biscuits 

41 

Chocolate  Spread 

4 

Coffee  Spread 

9 

Fish 

504 

25 

Fish  Cakes 

2,X96 

Frozen  Foods 

515 

Fruit  - Tinned 

108 

Jam  and  l^malade 

29 

Macaroni 

^feat  and  Offal 

Meat  - Tinned 

166 

^feat  - Cooked 

If 

Mbat  Pie 

^Ik 

13 

Sandwich  Spread 

9 

Sweets 

44 

Vegetables  - Tinned 

54 

Other  Foodstuffs 

(tins,  jars  or  pkts*) 

58 

Whenever  possible  foodstuffs  fomd  unfit  for  humn  consumption 
are  disposed  of  for  animal  feeding  (if  not  diseased)  or  utilised  for  other 
practical  purposes  to  avoid  waste* 


Bakehouses 


Thirty-three  inspections  and  visits  were  made  during  the  year  to 
nine  bakehouses  on  the  register* 

At  five  bakehouses  matters  were  found  requiring  attention  and  the 
following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  as  a result  of  verbal  or 
written  notices  s- 


Cleansing  of  X'lalls  and  ceilings  7 
Repairs  to  drainage  and  sanitary  accommodation  2 
Repair  of  floors  4 
Removal  of  rubbish  and  cleansing  of  yard  3 
I^cellaneous  matters  10 


I-Qod^-and Drugs.  Act,. ■■1955  - Sampling 

Formal  and  informal  sauries  have  been  taken  regularly  by  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors  as  Sampling  Officers  and  forwarded  to  Mr*  D*  D.  Moir^  who 
is  appointed  as  Public  Analyst  to  the  Corporation* 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act.  1955  ~ Sampling  (cont>) 

During  the  year  71  samples  were  submitted  for  analysis,  and  as 
will  be  seen  in  the  following  summary,  covered  a vride  range  of  commodities: 


Article 

Number  of  Samples 

Reported  adulterated  or 

Examined 

otherwise  giving  rise  to 

irregularity 

■ 

Formal 

Informal 

Formal 

Informal 

Almond  Flavouring 

1 

Bacon  eind  Egg 

Pastry  Turnover 

1 

i 

Beef  Broth 

1 

Beef  Steak  with  Savoury 

1 

Bread 

1 

Chicken  Pie 

2 

Chocolate  Roll 

2 

2 

1 

Choc  Roll 

1 

1 

Cocktail  Savoury 

1 

Cornish  Pasty 

1 

Double  Devon  Cream 

1 

Drinking  Chocolate 

1 

Fruit  Lolly 

1 

i 

Gelatine 

1 

1 

j 

Ground  Almonds 

3 

1 

Horseradish  Sauce 

1 

Ice-cream 

1 

3 

Jelly 

1 

Lacto  Choc 

1 

lemon  Squash 

1 

1 Lemonade  Povrder 

1 

1 Luncheon  Meat 

1 

i >krgarine 

2 

^h.rzipan 

1 

mik 

12 

^jiracle  Whip 

1 

Ox  Tongue  and  Beef 

1 

Peel  - Mixed 

1 

Pepper  - White 

1 

Piccalilli 

1 

1 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

1 

1 

Rice  Creamola 

1 

Saccharine  Tablets 

1 

Sausages  - Beef 

2 

i 

Sausages  - Pork 

1 

Shrimps 

1 

Soup 

1 

Strawberry  Pudding 

1 

Stuffing 

2 

Sugar 

1 

Sweets 

3 

Swiss  ' Roll 

1 

Stri-ss  Trifle  Pack 

1 

Tea 

1 

Tomato  Puree 

1 

least  Tablets 

TOTAL 

21 

50 

1 

3 
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The  follovijig  detai^-s  relate  to  samples  reported  on  unfavoiirably 
and  action  inkens- 


SoE^le  No 
and  date 
taken 

1 Article 

Infringement 

Action  tc.ken 

6 

ll.'2/57 

Piccali.111 

Oomplalnt  received  that 
.lar  of  rium.vslilli.  C(m« 
•fcoilned  a piece  of  glass. 
Confirmed  by  Analyst. 

legal  Proceedings • 

Co’omtttee  authorised 

Tewn  Cloi’k  to  institu'be 
legal  proceedings. 
Kamifac'-jureie  f:lned  £5. 
end  £3«3ii0.  costs  at 

Spsoiu  ho.gistrates ' Court 
on  25th  l^roh;  1957. 

12 

2VV57 

Pork 

L'uricheon 

I'ioat 

Meat  of  lew  quality 

Reported  to  Public  ^alth 
CoDiiittee. 

17 

20/3/57 

Chocola.ts 

KoU 

rid  not  contain  a 
s'ciffici  e:: t quantity 
of  cocoa  matber  -fco 
ens'ire  s.n  adequate 
appearance  and  tiie 
ninimim  na tiiral 
flnvo'inr  of  Chocolate. 
Follo'Jed  Up  by  Senpie 
h 0.  . 

See  remerlcs  Sample  No.2it, 

24 

22/''5/37 

1 

Choc  Roll 

Imltati.on  Ohooolate 

Roll  coloured  with  a 
brcffc-n  dy'o  to  sinrilate 
Chocolate;  btit  con®* 
taining  'no  actual 
cocoa  or  chocolate 
e'ubs  fcancQ 

Legal.  Proceedings. 

C ormii tie e authorised 

Town  Clerk  to  :ln.stitute 
legal  proooodlngSa 
Defendants  fiood  £15  end 
£5.=  5>D,  costs  at  Epsom 
Magistrai>3s*  Court  on 

11th  *J'uly,  1957. 

In  c-ddition  to  the  tv^o  cases  referred  to  in  the  feble  dealing  with 
Pood  and^Dri'kg  Sammies , legal  proceedijiga  were  taken  for  an  offence  under 
Ssctxcsi  rti  of  bb^  xocd  and  fxaigs  Aot^  1955  > when  a local  f5.m  of  butchers  was 
fined  £5  vith  £3i.3«0o  costs  for  selling  a sausage  containing  a feather. 


Ice«-c.resn 

Ic§rC2;:£aP^H^9j^_Trentme^  etc^)  Bemjl.atinncT  TQ/7  ^_T05? 

At  the  end  of  the  year  125  preialsss  were  registered  for  tie  sale  of 
ice-cream  in  acoordonoe  with  Section  16  of  the  i'ood  and  Drugs  Act,,  1955,  All 

retailers  ob-bajji  their  supply  of  ice-creom  from  mo.nufactucei-s  ou.tsido^the 
Borougii^  with  the  e::coptlon  of  one  who  marrufactures  It  on  the  premises. 
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Ico-croan  (cont*) 

The  cajority  of  retailers  supply  only  wapped  or  pre-paolrad  ice- 
crean,  wM.ch  is  stored  in  refrigerated"  cabinets  provided  by  the  mnnfaotiirers, 
which  ensures  a better  standard  of  hygiene,  but  storage  arrangenents  are 
constantly  under  review  in  the  course  of  inspecting  food  pren5.se3  where  ice- 
cream is  sold* 


During  the  year  four  samples  of  ice-cream  and  one  fruit  lolly  were 
taken  for  chemical  examination  and  found  to  comply  with  the  requ±£*ed  standard* 


Eighteen  samples  of  ice-crean  vrere  submitted  for  bacberiological 
e:5nmination.  The  follcivrLr,g  table  gives  a summary  of  the  results  5- 


1957 

Manufacturers 

Retailers  onlv 

Itinerant  Dealers.  Total 

Grades 

I II  III  IV 

Grades 

I II  III  IV 

Grades 

,I  II  III  IV 

January 

February 

Hirch 

April 

Jfey 

Juno 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

1 1 I 1 1 1 I 1 H I H 1 

1 I 1 1 H 1 1 1 1 I 1 1 

1 1 1 1 H t 1 1 1 1 1 I 

I 1 i ! 1 S 1 i ! ! S 1 

3 - 

2 — 

4 - - 

2 - - 

1 ^ - 

IvOCVIHI 

1 i i 1 1 1 1 I 1 I i t 

i 1 ( S 1 I 1 ! 1 t 1 t 

1 K 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 i 

I 1 1 I 02  1 i 1 1 1 1 1 

» 

2 1 1 - 

1 

’ 

1 

2 “ 13 

FQOD 

The  ReguJLations  apply  to  any  place  where  food  is  handled  or  supplied 
in  the  course  of  a food  business,  whether  there  is  actual  sale  or  not.  They 
apply,  broadly  speaking,  throughout  the  food  and  catering  trades,  and  to  the 
supply  of  food  in  clubs,  schools,  residential  establishments  and  staff  canteens, 
also  to  stalls  and  vehicles. 

The  aim  cf  the  Regulations  is  to  set  a practical  standard  of  food 
hygiene  and  centres  on  three  main  aspects;  the  structural  condition  of  the 
premises,  the  construction  and  cleanliness  of  articles  and  equipment  with 
which  the  food  may  come  into  contact,  and  the  cleanly  practices  by  food  handlers 
themselves  while  they  are  preparing  or  handling  the  food. 

During  the  year  the  Public  Health  inspectors  have  inspected  136 
food  premises  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations*  The  following  is  a Summary 
of  the  various  types  of  premises  and  number  of  Inspections  made,  including 
revisits  to  inspect  work  carried  outs- 
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Food  ) 


Typo  of 


No.-  of  Inspections 
and  Visits 


Balvahouses 

33 

end  Coaifectioners 

63 

Bu'tobers 

95 

Cafep^  Canteens  and  Kitchens 

144 

Da3c?ies  and  Mlik  Shops 

12 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers 

39 

Fr.ied  Fish  Shops 

12 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers 

91 

Groeexy  and  Provision  Stores 

214 

Ice-cream  Manirfacturers 

9 

•’  w Retailers 

50 

” ” Vehicles 

7 

Licensed  Premises 

23 

lyferket  Stalls  and  Food  Vehicles 

62 

Sweets  and  Sugar  Confectionery 

41 

Visits,  Miscellaneous  (not  included  above) 

jm- 

Total 

998 

The  Dajority  of  traders  hare  shoTAm  a readiness  to  comply  uith 
the  Regulations  and  are  willing  to  co-operate  in  the  efforts  being  made  to 
raise  the  standard  in  the  handling  of  food.  A substantial  amount  of 
structural  and  cleansing  work  has  teen  carried  out  in  food  shops,  cafes  and 
Id-tchens. 


The  following  matters  have  been  attended  to  during  the  year  as  a 
result  of.  verbal  or  ^•oTitten  notices  s- 


t'alj.s  and/or  ceilings  cleansed  47 
i'lc^stsr  of  walls  and/or  ceilings  repaired  18 
!^nterior  paintwork  renewed  4 
Floors  renewed  or  repaired  17 
Idghting  or  ventilation  improvad  8 
Other  structural  repairs  carried  out  11 
Sinks  installed  or  renewed  31 
Ccnstant  hot  water  supply  installed  over  sinks  22 
Drainage  in^roved  or  repaired  3 
New  dustbins  provided  4 
Nuisances  abated  or  other  defects  remedied  li.S 


for  staff 


NewW.C*s  installed 

W.C*g  etco,  cleansed  and/or  redecorated 
Lighting  or  ventilation  improved 
Wash-hand  basins  installed 

Constant  hot  water  supply  installed  over  existing 
wash-hand  basins 

Soap^  Nai3.  Brushes  or  Towe^ln  provided 
f.cco.^aociation  provi.ded  for  clothing 
J-feterials  provided 


2 

20 

7 

39 

48 

35 

17 

31 
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Shorn  Act^_195Q 


SeventjT^five  inspecticDS  and  visits  were  made  regarding  shops 
hours  and  conditions  of  employment  of  shop  assistants.  The  majority  of 
shops  close  earlier  than  required  by  the  general  closing  hours  specified 
under  the  Act,  Wednesday  is  recognised  as  the  early  closing  day  for  most 
of  the  shops  in  the  Borough,  but  there  is  a tendency  for  some  shopkeepiexs, 
particularly  hairdressers,  to  adopt  an  alternative  half  day  in  order  to 
remain  open  on  Wednesdays, 

Conditions  of  employment  of  shop  assistants  were  generally 
satisfactory  and  only  minor  matters  were  found  requiring  attention. 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  19/-..9 

In  accordance  with  requirements  of  the  above  Act,  occupier's  of 
land  or  buildings  are  under  an  obligation  to  notify  the  local  authority, 
in  OTiting,  of  the  presence  of  rats  or  mice  in  substantial  numbers.  It 
is  also  the  duty  of  every  local  authority  to  take  such  steps  as  may  be 
necessary  to  secure,  so  far  as  practicable,  that  their  district  is  kept 
free  from  rats  and  irdceo  They  are  empowered  to  make  inspections  and  enforce 
owners  and  occupiers  to  carry  out  such  operations  as  may  be  necessary  for 
this  purpose, 

Ad'/ice  and  assistance  are  given  to  persons  who  report  any  such 
infestation  or  apply  for  information  as  to  preventive  measures,  »Such 
advice  is  based  on  methods  of  destruction  recommended  by  the  Infestation 
Control  Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food, 

The  normal  establishment  of  tr-ro  full-time  Rodent  Operatives  in 
the  Department  was  reduced  to  one  during  the  greater  part  of  the  year  owing 
to  difficulty  in  filling  a vacancy,  but  every  report  of  an  infestation  ras 
investigated  and  the  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  outi- 


Number  of  complaints  and  reports  investigated  501 

Number  of  inspections  end  visits  3,729 

Number  of  premises  found  infested  546 

Number  of  treatments  carried  out  by  the 
Corporation's  Rodent  Operatives s- 

at  private  premises  568 

at  business  premises  I3I 

Number  of  rats  knoim  to  have  been  caught  and 
destroyed  byx- 

(a)  the  Corporation’s  Rodent  Operatives  762 

(b)  by  employees  at  Sewage  Farm  14 


The  treatment  of  sewers  was  continued  during  the  year  in 
accordance  with  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 

Fisheries  and  Food,  The  work  is  carried  out  by  a Rodent  Operative  with 
assistance  of  sewermen  from  the  Borough  Engineer’s  Department, 


For  the  purpose  of  treatment,  the  Borough  is  divided  into  thirteen 
sections  and^sewer  manholes  in  each  section,  with  exception  of  Section  No- H, 
were  test  baited  followed  by  poisoning  any  manholes  where  evidence  of 
infestation  was  found.  In  the  case  of  Section  11,  pre^-baitlng  and  poisoning 
was  carried  out  without  test-baiting  as  it  was  previously  known  to  be  inf es -bed. 
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SeTjer  Rat  Control  (cont) 


The  following  is  a sunniary  of  the  work  carried  owts- 


(lO^  of  manholes  in  each  Section) 


Niimber  of  manholes  test-baited 
Number  of  manholes  showing  ’’takes” 


Treatment; 

Number  of  manholes  pre-baited  and  poisoned 
Number  of  manholes  (Section  No*  ll) 
pre-baited 


30 

A1 


179 

30 


71 


Insect  Pests 

Numerous  requests  were  received  for  advice  and  assistance  in 
dealing  with  various  types  of  household  insect  pests 5 flies,  moths, 
furniture  beetles,  woodworm,  etc. 

Assistance  is  also  given  in  the  destruction  of  wasps’  nests 
without  charge,  and  during  the  year  223  nests  were  dealt  with  on  report. 


At  the  request  of  the  Surrey  County  Comcil,  the  Corporation 
agreed  to  carry  out  the  work  of  disinfestation  at  school  buildings,  school 
canteens  and  other  properties  in  the  Borough  owned  by  the  Surrey  County 
Council. 


This  work  has  been  undertaken  since  the  1st  April,  195C,  and  the 
charges  are  based  on  the  actual  cost  of  labour,  plus  materials  and  a 
reasonable  charge  for  administration. 


Mosquito  Control 

The  spraying  of  ponds  and  pools  in  the  Wilms rhatch  Lane  area  was 
carried  out  as  in  former  years,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  Borough,  These 
control  measures  have  largely  reduced  the  nuisance  from  mosquitoes. 


The  Clean  Air  Act.  1956 

The  provisions  of  the  Glean  Air  Act,  1956,  which  came  into  operation 
as  from  31st  December,  1956,  deal  with  the  installation  of  new  furnaces,  the 
height  of  chimneys,  smoke  control  areas,  research  and  publicity  and  the  making 
of  building  byelaws. 

The  establishment  of  smoke  control  areas  will  necessarily  be  gradual 
and  will  need  to  be  taken  in  stages  over  a period  of  years  in  the  larger  towns. 
In  view  of  the  less  serious  situation  in  this  Borough,  the  Public  Health 
Committee  have  decided  that  it  is  not  necessary  at  the  present  time  to 
establish  a smoke  control  area  in  any  part  of  the  Borough,  but  the  Council 
have  made  a Building  Byelaw  under  Section  24  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  to 
require  the  provision  in  new  buildings  of  such  arrangements  for  heating  or 
cooking  as  are  calculated  to  prevent  so  far  as  practicable,  the  emission  of 
smoke. 
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One  hundred  and  thirty-nine  bodiee  have  been  admitted  to  the 
mortuary  and  137  post-mortema  held  dioring  the  year.  The  nnnber  includes 
48  bodies  from  outside  districts,  fees  amounting  to  £66.  0,  0,  being 
received  for  the  use  of  the  post-mortem  room, 

A refrigeration  plant  with  cold  store  containing  a three- tier 
body  rack  is  installed  at  the  Mortuary. 


This  Act  provides  that  no  person  shall  keep  a pet  shop  except 
under  licence  granted  by  the  Local  Authority  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  and  on  payment  of  a fee  not  exceeding  ten  shillings. 
Two  renewal  applications  were  received  and  licences  granted  in  1957. 


and  Other  Filling 


There  are  no  premises  in  the  Borough  which  are  subject  to 
registration  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act  and  no  samples  of  rag  flock 
or  other  fillings  were  taken  during  the  year. 


The  Heating  Appliances  (Fireguards)  Act.  1952.  and  Regulations.  1953 

The  Public  Health  Inspectors  as  authorised  Officers  have  carried 
out  inspections  of  heating  appliances  offered  for  sale  at  business  premises, 
but  no  infringements  have  been  found. 
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